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Summit Public Schools - Promotion/Retention Policy

After a student has successfully completed a year of study at a specific grade level, he/she will
be promoted to the next grade unless retention or grade acceleration are proposed by a parent
or school staff member. “Retention” refers to the student’s repetition of a grade level after one
full year at that level, or reassignment to a lower grade level part-way through an academic
year.

Summit schools will consider multiple factors when determining whether to retain a student.
These factors shall include, but are not limited to, the student’s current educational achievement
of school, district and state learning objectives, social and emotional maturity, educational
background, age, and other pertinent factors. Retention should not be considered, except in
those instances where the student is not demonstrating minimum competency in cognitive skills,
content averages, and habits, and there is a strong likelihood that the student would benefit
from retention with minimal social and emotional disruption.

The student and their parents/legal guardians shall be informed in advance of any retention
decision on the part of the school, and retention or acceleration will only be made after a
collaborative process among the school staff, the student, and the parents/legal guardians.
However, the final decision regarding promotion, acceleration, or retention will rest with the
school administration.



